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Sir: 

COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

On page 2 of the Notice of Allowability mailed March 9, 2005, the Examiner 

provided the following statement of reasons for allowance: 

The claimed method for delivering blood from a heart chamber containing 
blood to a target vessel of a patient's vascular system, the method 
comprising steps of: (a) placing a conduit having a lumen in fluid 
communication with a left ventricle; (b) placing the conduit in fluid 
communication with the lumen of a target vessel and securing the conduit 
to the target vessel, (c) delivering blood from the [heart] chamber into the 
conduit during at least one phase of the heart cycle', and (d) permitting 
blood to flow out of the conduit unrestricted in more than one direction in 
the lumen of the target vessel during both phases of the heart cycle is not 
disclosed or taught by the prior art. 

Applicants would like to clarify that these reasons appear to only recite aspects of 
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independent claim 25. 
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Therefore, to the extent the Examiner's intended the Statement of Reason for 
Allowance to apply to claims 29 and 32, Applicants disagree that those claims recite or 
otherwise claim the above-quoted aspects. By way of example, neither independent 
claim 29 nor independent claim 32 recites, among other aspects, "permitting blood to 
flow out of the conduit unrestricted in more than one direction in the lumen of the target 
vessel during both phases of the heart cycle." Indeed, each of independent claims 29 
and 32, and their respective dependent claims, are patentable because the prior art 
does not disclose or suggest the aspects recited in each respective claim. 

Please grant any extensions of time required to enter these Comments and 
charge any additional required fees to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. 



Dated: June 3, 2005 




Michael W. Kim 
Reg. No. 51,880 
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